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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR COLOR
CODING LIST ITEMS

include any color coded portion, the entire item is highlighted
according to the selection highlighting.
Other objects and features of the invention Will become
apparent from the folloWing detailed description considered
in connection With the accompanying draWings. The draW
ings are designed for purposes of illustration only and the

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is related to US. Published Patent Appli
cation No. 2005/0144571 entitled “System and Method for

invention is not limited to the particulars shoWn therein. Vari
ous alternatives and modi?cations Within the scope of the

Secondary Selection Highlighting,” US. Pat. No. 7,421,664,
entitled “System and Method for Providing a Category Sepa

herein.

invention Will be apparent from the description contained

rator in a List of Documents,” and US. Published Patent
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Application No. 2005/0144569 entitled “System and Method
for Scrolling Among Categories in a List of Documents,”
each ?led herewith and incorporated by reference in their

FIG. 1 illustrates a system according to one embodiment of
the invention.
FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate various features provided by a
selection color module according to various embodiments of
the invention.

entirety.
FIELD OF THE INVENTION
The invention relates to features to assist a user in selecting,

20

identifying, and handling items such as email messages.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Some conventional email systems use color coding to iden
tify certain items that have a ?eld or attribute With a particular
value. This alloWs those items to be easily identi?ed. For
example in an email context, a name of a particular sender
may be highlighted a particular color for each message sent

25

by the particular sender (i.e. if sender is “Paul Smith” then
item background color is “blue”). Typically, the color coding
is applied to the particular ?eld or attribute (i.e., the name,
date, subject), rather than the entire item that includes the

30

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION
Various embodiments of the invention are described beloW
in terms of email systems that include one or more messages.

speci?cation hoW various aspects of the invention may be

items, such as, for example, ?le systems.
FIG. 1 illustrates a system 100 that may be used in accor
35

40

such as email messages. In some embodiments of the inven
tion, system 100 includes one or both of a selection color

module 130 and a category navigation module 140. Selection
color module 130 may provide the user With various color

many times a user cannot see or distinguish betWeen the

selection highlighting and the color coding at the same time.
In order to accommodate this problem, some conventional
systems that use color coding typically use an altogether
different mechanism for selecting items, such as, for
example, selection boxes or outlines. HoWever, these conven
tional mechanisms of selecting do not distinguish the selected
message as readily as selection highlighting.
What is needed is a mechanism to provide both selection

highlighting and color coding in a single item.

dance With various embodiments of the invention. Accord

ingly to the invention, system 100 may provide various fea
tures, such as, for example, enhanced visual email features, to
assist a user in selecting, identifying, and handling items,

Typically, this “selection highlighting” results in the entire
line corresponding to the item to be highlighted With a par
ticular color. HoWever, a problem arises With those systems
that use both selection highlighting and color coding in that

HoWever, it Will become apparent from reading the folloWing
used With other types of systems that include one or more

particular attribute.
Further, some conventional email systems use highlighting
to indicate that a particular item (or items) have been selected.

FIG. 3 illustrates features provided by a category naviga
tion module according to one embodiment of the invention.
FIG. 4 illustrates a label that indicates a number of items in
a particular category of items according to one embodiment
of the invention.

coordination features. Category navigation module 140 may
assist the user in navigating the displayed messages.
In the embodiments illustrated in FIG. 1, selection color
module 130 and category navigation module 140 may be
utiliZed on or in conjunction With an email system 120 located
at or operable With a user terminal 102. Although various
50

embodiments of the invention are described utiliZing selec
tion color module 130 and category navigation module 140
on user terminal 102, it shall be understood by those skilled in
the art that selection color module 130 and/or category navi

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

gation module 140 may be located on a 108 server or any
machine or machines associated With user terminal 102.
User terminal 102 is coupled to a server 108 over a netWork
user in selecting, identifying, and handling items such as 55
106 via a communications link 104. Examples of user termi
email messages. More particularly, the invention provides a
color coordination selection feature that accommodates color
nal 102 may include any one or more of, for example, a

The invention relates to color selection features to assist a

coding and selection highlighting.

desktop computer, a laptop or other portable computer, a
hand-held computer device such as a Blackberry, a Personal

According to one embodiment of the invention, a color

coordination selection feature provides both selection high
lighting and color coding to be applied to items and vieWed by
the user. Thus, if both color coding and selection highlighting

60

NetWork 106 may include any one or more netWorks. For

apply to a particular item, a user may distinguish the tWo.

instance, netWork 106 may include the Internet, an intranet, a

According to the invention, that portion of the item that cor
responds to an attribute or ?eld With a particular value is the

color coded portion, While the remaining portions of the
selected item are highlighted. If the selected item does not

Digital Assistant (PDA), a Web-enabled mobile phone, or a
Palm Pilot, or any other computer device.

PAN (Personal Area Network), a LAN (Local Area NetWork),
65

a WAN (Wide Area NetWork), a SAN (Storage Area Net
Work), a MAN (Metropolitan Area NetWork), or other net
Work.

US 8,151,214 B2
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3
Communications link 104 may include any one or more

may be applied to a selected messages as Well as messages

communications links. For instance, communications link
104 may include a copper telephone line, a Digital Subscriber
Line (DSL) connection, a Digital Data Service (DDS) con
nection, an Ethernet connection, an Integrated Services Digi
tal NetWork (ISDN) line, an analog modem connection, a

related to the selected message. As Would be appreciated,
color coordination selection feature 236 may be applied to
various messagesiselected, related, or otherWiseito coor
dinate aspects of more than one color or highlighting opera

tion applied to a single message.
As illustrated in FIG. 2A, a message from “Ben Fields”
entitled “6+Vulcan Presentation RevieW Thur at 4 pm” illus
trates color coordination selection feature 236 that combines
color coding 232 and selection highlighting 234. Color cod

cable modem connection, a Wireless connection, or other
communications link.
Server 108 may be or include, for instance, a Workstation

running Microsoft WindoWsTM NTM, Microsoft WindoWsTM

2000, Unix, Linux, Xenix, IBM, AIXTM, Hewlett-Packard
UTM, Novell NetWareTM, Sun Microsystems SolarisTM,
OS/2TM, BeOSTM, Mach, Apache, OpenStepTM, or other oper
ating system or platform.

ing 232 results in “Ben Fields” being color coded in yelloW,
While the remaining portions of the message are highlighted
in light blue.
As Will be discussed in further detail beloW With regard to
other aspects of the invention, highlighting, such as selection

As illustrated in FIG. 1, a database 110 may be operatively
coupled to serer 108. Database 110 may store or otherWise

highlighting 234, may be applied to a selected messages as
Well as messages related to the selected message. As Would be

include any information or data used by system 100.
Although database 110 is illustrated as operatively coupled to
server 108, it shall be understood by those skilled in the art

appreciated, color coordination selection feature 236 may be

that database 110 may be located on user terminal 102 or any 20 applied to various messagesiselected, related, or other
WISBiIO coordinate aspects of more than one color or high
machine or machines associated With user terminal 102 or
operatively coupled to server 108 via a netWork as Would be
lighting operation applied to a single message.

apparent.
Database 110 may store or otherWise include any type of
data or information, Database 110 may include, or interface

FIG. 2A illustrates another color coordination selection
feature provided by selection color module 130 to assist a user
25

to, for example, the OracleTM relational database sold com

in selecting, identifying, and/or handling email messages in
accordance With one or more embodiments of the invention.

mercially by Oracle Corporation, InformixTM, DB2 (Data

Selection color module 130 provides for a secondary high

base 2) or other data storage or query formats, platforms, or
resources such as OLAP (On Line Analytical Processing),

lighting features to indicate to a user a relationship betWeen a
selected message and one or more other messages.

SQL (Standard Language Query), a SAN (storage area net

30

in accordance With one or more embodiments of the inven

In some embodiments of the invention, secondary high
lighting is applied to a message When that message is related

Work), Microsoft AccessTM or any other type of database.
FIG. 2A illustrates various color coordination selection
features provided by selection color module 130 to assist a
user in selecting, identifying, and/ or handling email messages

to a message selected by the user. Once a user selects a

35

message, selection color module 130 determines if any other
messages are related to the selected message. For example,
FIG. 2B illustrates a selection highlighting 244 (similar to

tion. Selection color module 130 provides for both a color
coding 232 and a selection highlighting 234 of an item so that

selection highlighting 234 in FIG. 2A), in Which a selected
message from “Mike RoWles” entitled “6+Re: Vulcan Wants

a user may distinguish betWeen the tWo, as described beloW.

longer contact” is highlighted in a royal blue color. A message
from “Ben Fields” entitled “6+Vulcan Presentation RevieW
Thur at 4 pm” is related to the selected message. According
various embodiments of the invention, a secondary hi ghli ght
ing 248 is applied to the related message (i.e., the message
from “Ben Fields”). In this example, the related message is
highlighted in a light blue color. As Would be appreciated,
various colors for secondary highlighting 248 may be used,
including the same color applied for selection highlighting

Some conventional email systems use color coding 232 to
identify certain items that have a ?eld or attribute With a

40

particular value alloWing these items to be easily identi?ed. In
FIG. 2A, for example, a name “Laura Hanson” is color coded
in green, a name “John Delay” is color coded in pink, and a
name “Ben Fields” is color coded in yelloW. As illustrated,

color coding 232 is typically applied to the particular ?eld or
attribute (i.e., the name, date, subject), rather than the entire
message that includes the particular attribute.
Some conventional email systems use selection highlight

45

244.
Messages may be identi?ed as related to the selected mes

ing 234 to indicate that a particular message has been

selected. In conventional systems, selection highlighting 234
results in the entire line corresponding to a selected message
to be highlighted With a particular color. For example, as
illustrated in FIG. 2A, a message from “Mike RoWles” is
highlighted in a royal blue color to indicate it as the selected
message.
in some embodiments of the invention, selection highlight
ing 234 and color coding 232 are combined into a color
coordination selection feature 236 With regard to a single
message Whereby a user may distinguish betWeen them, in
some embodiments of the invention, selection color module
130 implements a selection coloring mechanism or process
that color codes one or more portions of the selected item that

50

ject matter or keyWords included in the subject line or mes

sage itself. Other mechanisms may utiliZe various threading
services such as those described in US. patent application
55

60

Ser. No. 10/334,087 (Publication No. US. 20030163537A1),
entitled “Method and Apparatus for Handling Conversation
Threads and Message Groupings as a Single Entity,” ?led
Dec. 30, 2002, and US. patent application Ser. No. 09/995,
151 (Publication No. US. 20030101065A1), entitled
“Method and Apparatus for Maintaining Conversation
Threads in Electronic Mail,” ?led Nov. 27, 2001, the speci?
cations of Which are herein incorporated by reference in their
entirety. It should be noted that the invention is not limited to
any particular mechanism for determining threads among a
set of documents including email messages. Once the selec

have a particular value(s) and highlights the remaining por
tions of the selected item. According to the invention, if both
selection highlighting 234 and color coding 232 apply to the
selected item, both may be distinguished by a user. As Will be
discussed in further detail beloW, selection highlighting 234

sage through various mechanisms. One mechanism includes
identifying items With matching attribute values, such as sub

65

tion color module determines if there are any related mes
sages, the related messages are indicated as such using sec

ondary highlighting 248.
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As Would be appreciated, various colors for secondary
highlighting 248 may be used, including the same color
applied for selection highlighting 244. In some embodiments
of the invention, the color of secondary highlighting 248 (i.e.,

346 may not be displayed. For example, as illustrated in FIG.
3, there is no indicator 346 for the category entitled “Day 3,”
illustrating to the user that all messages in the category are
displayed on the screen.

In some embodiments of the invention, category naviga

“secondary color”) is based on or otherWise related to the

color of selection highlighting 244 (i.e., “selection color”). In
these embodiments, When the selection color is changed, the
secondary color is changed in accordance With the selection

tion module 140 provides a command 348 that causes the ?rst

entry of a particular category 344 to be scrolled into vieW.
Accordingly, When indicator 346 illustrates to the user that a
certain number of items of a particular category 344 are off
screen, the user can invoke command 348 thereby causing the

color. In some embodiments of the invention, the secondary

color is changed in proportion to the change in the selection

?rst message of the particular category 344 to be displayed.

color. In some embodiments of the invention, the secondary
color is derived from the selection color. For example, as
illustrated in FIG. 2B, a light blue color is used for secondary
highlighting 248, Which is derived from a royal blue color of

When the user selects command 348, no items of the particu
lar category 344 are located above category separatorbar 342.
In some embodiments of the invention, if all messages of a
particular category 344 are displayed on the screen, command

selection highlighting 244.
Coordination the selection color With the highlighting

348 is not displayed. Because all messages in the particular

color is desirable for aesthetic reasons. This coordination also

category 344 are displayed on the screen, the ?rst message of

assists the user in identifying the various highlighted items,
especially, When high contrast colors are used.

the particular category 344 is already displayed and there may

FIG. 3 and FIG. 4 illustrate various aspects of the invention

be no need to provide this functionality. For example, as
20

provided via category navigation module 140. Category navi

does not include a command 348 because all messages in the
category are already displayed on the screen. If a message in
such a category becomes displaced from the screen, com
mand 348 Would be included in this category line separator as

gation module 140 assists the user With navigating among
displayed items, such as email messages.
FIG. 3 illustrates an indicator 346 that provides a user With
a number of items that are “off screen” for a particular cat
egory 344. In some embodiments of the invention, off screen
items may include those items “above” the ?rst line on a

25

In some embodiments of the invention, category naviga

display. In other embodiments of the invention, off screen

particular criteria. The particular criteria may be directed
30

tively.
In some embodiments of the invention, category naviga
tion module 140 displays items, such as email messages, by
categories, such as a category 344. For example, in FIG. 3,
category 344 includes a date. As illustrated, these dates

35

When category separatorbar 342 is collapsed and not shoWing
40

45

In some embodiments of the invention, When a user scrolls
50

display.
In some embodiments of the invention, While messages
included in a particular category 344 are partially on-screen
With some messages scrolled above the ?xed category sepa

displayed), When indicator 346 is not able to be displayed
(i.e., email system 120 cannot display indicator 346), or in
conjunction With indicator 346 (i.e., indicator 346 and label
350 may both be located in category separator line). Further,
in some embodiments of the invention, category navigation
module 140 may display multiple labels 350 to illustrate
various characteristics of a particular category 344.
According to another embodiment of the invention, cat
egory navigation module 140 may provide a control 352 on at

least one category separator line 342 for scrolling betWeen
categories. As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, control 352 may
include an “up” arroW symbol to correspond With, for
example, a previous category, and a “doWn” arroW symbol to

60

ous symbols or indicators may be used to indicate scrolling

indicator 346 that provides the user With an indication of a
number of messages that are off screen for that category 344.
screen” to illustrate to the user that 12 messages included in
the category “Day 1” are not displayed on the screen. As
Would be appreciated, indicator 346 may refer to a number of
items above the ?rst line, a number of items beloW the last
line, or a combination of the tWo.
In some embodiments of the invention, if all messages in a
particular category 344 are displayed on the screen, indicator

are displayed on the screen), When indicator 346 is not desired
to be displayed (i.e., the user does not Want indicator 346 to be

55

rator bar 342, category navigation module 140 may display
For example, in FIG. 3, indicator 346 reads “12 items off

any messages included in a particular category 344.
A further example is illustrated in FIG. 4 Where a label 350
corresponds to a number of items unread (“4 Unread items”)

in the category “Day 3.” Label 350 may be displayed When
indicator 346 is not required (i.e., all messages in the category

through the messages included in a particular category 344,
such that some messages of the particular category 344 are
scrolled off screen above the ?rst line, category separator bar
342 remains in vieW by becoming ?xed in the ?rst line of the

tance), or other characteristic of the message(s).
For example, as illustrated in FIG. 3, label 350 corresponds
to a number of messages included in the category “Day 2” as
“36 items”. As illustrated, label 350 may be provided even

separated With a category separator bar 342. Category sepa
rator bar 342 controls the display of categories 344 such that
the user may expand or collapse the messages included
therein. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 3, messages in
“Day 1” and “Day 3” are expanded, Whereas messages in
“Day 2” are collapsed.

toWard any characteristic of the message including, but not
limited to, a number of messages included in a particular
category, a status of the messages (i.e., unread or read), a level

of importance of the messages (i.e., urgent or high impor

include: “Day 1,” “Day 2,” and “Day 3.” Messages may be
separated into various categories as Would be appreciated,
including, but not limited to, author, subject matter, impor
tance, or any other category.
In some embodiments of the invention, categories 344 are

Would be appreciated.
tion module 140 may provide a label 350 to indicate the
number of items in a particular category 344 matching a

items may include those items “beloW” the last line on a

display. In still other embodiments, off screen items include
both those above and beloW the ?rst and last lines, respec

illustrated in FIG. 3, the category line separator for “Day 3”

correspond With, for example, a next category. HoWever, vari
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betWeen next or previous categories.
In some embodiments of the invention, control 352
changes the selected category from one category to either the
next category or the previous category, depending on Which
symbol is invoked. If more than one category is displayed on
the screen, these categories continue to be displayed While the
selected category is changed via control 352. For example, as
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corresponding to Wednesday of the prior Week may do so by
invoking control 352 on category separator bar 342 for “Day

color, the at least one other ?eld of the selected item
colored in the second color, and the at least one ?eld of
each of the related items colored in the third color,

2” a number of times. More speci?cally, the user may click
the up arroW symbol seven times, each of Which Would

Wherein the third color, the ?rst color, the second color,

change the selected category to the previous day, ultimately

another.
3. The method of claim 2, Wherein the third color is deter
mined from the second color.
4. The method of claim 1, Wherein each of the plurality of
displayed ?elds is bounded by an area, the method further

illustrated in FIG. 3, a user Wishing to display a category

and the background color are different from one

changing to the same Weekday in the prior Week.
In some embodiments of the invention, When control 352 is

invoked, the categories remain in their positions relative to
one another, and the display scrolls back through each of the
prior days. In other embodiments of the invention, only the
category corresponding to the invoked control 352 is changed
While the other categories displayed remain the same. Thus,

10

comprising:
applying a ?rst color to at least the bounded area of the at
least one ?eld of the item based on the value or the

in the example described above Where the user invoked the up
arroW symbol seven times, the display of FIG. 3 Would

symbol of the at least one ?eld, Wherein prior to applying
the ?rst color, the color of the bounded area of the at least
one ?eld of the item is a background color, and in

include the categories for “Day 1” and “Day 3” While the
“Day 2” category Will have been changed to “Day-5” (i.e.,
corresponding to the same Weekday in the prior Week).
While particular embodiments of the invention have been
described, it is to be understood that modi?cations Will be
apparent to those skilled in the art Without departing from the
spirit of the invention. The scope of the invention is not
limited to the speci?c embodiments descried herein. Other
embodiments, uses and advantages of the invention Will be
apparent to those skilled in art from consideration of the

response to applying the ?rst color, the color of the
bounded area of the at least one ?eld of the item is
20

related item related to the item, applying a second color
to at least the bounded area of the at least one other ?eld
25

speci?cation and practice of the invention disclosed herein.
The speci?cation should be considered exemplary only, and
the scope of the invention is accordingly intended to be lim

ited by the folloWing claims.
What is claimed is:
1. A computer-implemented method for color coding an
item in a list of items displayed in a graphical user interface

30

35

40

at least one other ?eld of the plurality of displayed ?elds
of the item, and
45

other ?eld of the plurality of displayed ?elds of the item

50
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8. The method of claim 7, Wherein said identifying char

the ?rst color;
60

item;

acteristics identify at least one of an origin, a subject matter,
and a priority of the item.
9. A computer-implemented method for color coding an
item in a list of items displayed in a graphical user interface

via a display device, the item having a plurality of displayed
?elds, and each of the plurality of displayed ?elds including a

(iii) applying a third color to at least one ?eld of the

plurality of displayed ?elds of each of the related

least one ?eld of the selected item colored in the ?rst

the plurality of displayed ?elds of the item contains data
including identifying characteristics of the item and Wherein
said ?rst color is determined based on speci?c identifying
characteristics of said at least one ?eld.

While maintaining the color of the at least one ?eld in

(iv) displaying, in the graphical user interface, the at

the third color,
Wherein the ?rst color, the second color, the third color, and
the background color are different from one another.
7. The method of claim 1, Wherein said at least one ?eld of

of the plurality of displayed ?elds of the selected item

items While maintaining the color of the at least one
?eld of the selected item in the ?rst color; and

in response to the user selecting either the item or the
related item, applying the second color to the at least one

While maintaining the color of the at least one ?eld in the
?rst color and the color of the at least one second ?eld in

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

(ii) determining one or more items related to the selected

item,
Wherein said at least one second ?eld is different from said

item;

in response to the user selecting the item, and Without
subsequent user intervention:
(i) applying the second color to the at least one other ?eld

plurality of displayed ?elds of the item, Wherein the third
color is based on the value or the symbol of said at least
one second ?eld,
Wherein said at least one second ?eld is different from said
at least one ?eld of the plurality of displayed ?elds of the

in response to the user selecting either the item or the

related item related to the item, applying a second color
to at least one other ?eld of the plurality of displayed
?elds of the item While maintaining the color of the at
least one ?eld in the ?rst color; and
displaying, in the graphical user interface, the at least one
?eld colored in the ?rst color and at least one other ?eld
colored in the second color,
Wherein the ?rst color and the second color are other than
a background color.

second color, the color of the bounded area of the at least
one other ?eld of the item is a background color, and in
response to applying the second color, the color of the
bounded area of the at least one other ?eld is changed
from the background color to the second color.
5. The method of claim 3, Wherein the third color is a lighter
shade or a darker shade of the second color.
applying a third color to at least one second ?eld of the

comprising:
applying a ?rst color to at least one ?eld of the plurality of
displayed ?elds of the item based on the value or the
symbol of said at least one ?eld;
receiving, via an input device, a user input related to a
selection of either the item or a related item related to the

of the item While maintaining the color of the at least at
one ?eld in the ?rst color, Wherein prior to applying the

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

via a display device, each item having a plurality of displayed
?elds, and each of the plurality of displayed ?elds including a
value or a symbol Within the displayed ?eld, the method

changed from the background color to the ?rst color; and
in response to the user selecting either the item or the

value or a symbol Within the displayed ?eld, the method
65

comprising:
presenting a color coded ?eld of the item in a ?rst color in

the graphical user interface,

US 8,151,214 B2
9

10

said color coded ?eld being one of the plurality of ?elds
displayed in the graphical user interface, said ?rst color

in response to the user selecting either the item or the

determined based on the value or the symbol associated

?eld of the item to at least one highlighted ?eld of the
item by changing the color of the bounded area of the at
least one non-highlighted ?eld from said background

related item, changing the at least one non-highlighted

With the color coded ?eld;
prior to a user selecting at least one of the item and a related
item related to the item, presenting at least one non

color to a second color.

highlighted ?eld of the item in a background color, said

13. The method of claim 11, Wherein the third color is a
lighter shade or a darker shade of the second color.

at least one non-highlighted ?eldbeing at least one of the

plurality of ?elds displayed in the graphical user inter
face and other than the color coded ?eld, Wherein said

14. The method of claim 9, further comprising:
10

?rst color and said background color are different from

plurality of displayed ?elds of the list item based on the

one another;
receiving, via an input device, a user input related to a
selection of either the item or a related item related to the

value or the symbol of said at least one second ?eld,
Wherein said at least one second ?eld is different from said
color coded ?eld of the list item, Wherein said at least

item;

one second ?eld is different from said at least one non

in response to the user selecting either the item or the

highlighted ?eld, and

related item, changing the at least one non-highlighted
?eld of the item to at least one highlighted ?eld of the
item by changing a color of the at least one non-high
lighted ?eld from said background color to a second

in response to the user selecting either the item or the

related item, changing the at least one non-highlighted
20

color While maintaining the color coded ?eld in the ?rst

color; and
displaying, in the graphical user interface, the color coded

?rst color and the color of the at least one second ?eld in
25

Wherein said ?rst color, said second color and said back
ground color are different from one another.

non-highlighted ?eld from said background color to
the second color While maintaining the color coded
?eld in the ?rst color;

15. The method of claim 9, Wherein said color coded ?eld

of the item includes data concerning identifying characteris
30

35

(ii) determining one or more items related to the selected

item; and
40

45

at least one ?eld of each of the related items colored in

the third color,
Wherein the third color, the ?rst color, the second color,
and the background color are different from one

another.
11. The method of claim 10, Wherein the third color is
determined from the second color.
12. The method of claim 9, Wherein each of the plurality of
displayed ?elds is bounded by an area, the method further

50

comprising:
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coded ?eld; and
one other ?eld belonging to the plurality of displayed

of the item in the ?rst color, Wherein prior to presenting
the bounded area in the ?rst color, the color of the
bounded area of the color coded ?eld of the item is a

ground color are different from one another.

18. The system comprising the interface of claim 17,
Wherein the graphical user interface is con?gured to be oper
able, in response to a user selecting the item and Without
subsequent user intervention, to apply a second color to the at

the background color to the ?rst color;
prior to the user selecting either the item or the related item,
presenting at least the bounded area of the at least one

?elds of the item and other than the at least one color
coded ?eld, said at least one other ?eld having a back
ground color When the item is unselected and a second
color When the item is selected While maintaining the at
least one color coded ?eld in the ?rst color,

Wherein said ?rst color, said second color, and said back
60

bounded area in the ?rst color, the color of the bounded
area of the color coded ?eld of the item is changed from

non-highlighted ?eld of the item in the background
color; and

user interface comprising:
at least one color coded ?eld associated With an item, said
at least one color ?eld belonging to the plurality of
displayed ?elds of the item, said at least one color coded
?eld having a ?rst color, Wherein the ?rst color is deter
mined based on the value or the symbol of the color
at least one other ?eld associated With the item, said at least

presenting at least the bounded area of the color coded ?eld

background color, and in response to presenting the

puter-readable storage medium, the computer-implemented
instructions operable When executed by a processor to display
a plurality of items, each item having a plurality of displayed
?elds, and each of the plurality of displayed ?elds including a
value or a symbol Within the displayed ?eld, the graphical

coded ?eld colored in the ?rst color, the at least one

highlighted ?eld colored in the second color, and the

tics of the item, and Wherein said ?rst color is determined
based on speci?c identifying characteristics of said color
coded ?eld.
16. The method of claim 15, Wherein said identifying char
acteristics identify at least one of an origin, a subject matter,
and a priority of the list item.
17. A system comprising a display device Which is con?g
ured to display a graphical user interface being generated
from computer-implemented instructions stored in a com

(iii) applying a third color to at least one ?eld of the

plurality of displayed ?elds of each of the related
items While maintaining the color of the color coded
?eld in the ?rst color; and
(iv) displaying, in the graphical user interface, the color

the third color,
Wherein the third color, the ?rst color, the second color, and
the background color are different from one another.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising:
in response to the user selecting the item, and Without
subsequent user intervention:
(i) changing the at least one non-highlighted ?eld of the
selected item to at least one highlighted ?eld of the
selected item by changing a color of the at least one

?eld of the item to at least one highlighted ?eld of the
item by changing the color of the at least one non
highlighted ?eld from said background color to the sec

ond color While maintaining the color coded ?eld in the

?eld colored in the ?rst color and the at least one high

lighted ?eld colored in the second color,

applying a third color to at least one second ?eld of the

65

least one other ?eld While maintaining the at least one color
coded ?eld in the ?rst color, and to present at least one of a

plurality of related items related to the item;
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said at least one ?eld of the plurality of displayed ?elds of
each said related items having a third color While main
taining the at least one color coded ?eld of the item in the

?rst color,
Wherein said third color, said ?rst color, said second color,
and said background color are different from one

another.

19. The system comprising the interface of claim 18,
Wherein said third color is determined from said second color,
and Wherein said third color is one of a lighter shade of said
second color and a darker shade of said second color.

20. The system comprising the interface of claim 17,
Wherein the graphical user interface is con?gured to be oper
able to apply a third color to at least one second ?eld of the

plurality of displayed ?elds of the list item based on the Value

12
or the symbol of said at least one second ?eld, Wherein said at
least one second ?eld is different from said color coded ?eld
of the list item, Wherein said at least one second ?eld is
different from said at least one other ?eld of the item, and the

graphical user interface is con?gured to be operable, in
response to the user selecting either the item or the related
item, to change the color of the at least one other ?eld from the

background color to the second color While maintaining the
color of color coded ?eld in the ?rst color and the color of the
at least one second ?eld in the third color, Wherein the third

color, the ?rst color, the second color, and the background
color are different from one another.

