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Figure 5

Secure articles of clothing to be laundered on

laundry retention device

Larger articles of clothing that
have openings are threaded onto
strap. The strap ends are then

releasably connected together to
secure these articles of clothing

Smaller articles of clothing or those without

openings are placed inside bag through the
opening and then closing the opening of the
bag to secure these articles of clothing

l
Wash articles of clothing by placing the laundry retention
device and retained set of clothes into a washing machine

1
Remove the set of retained

clothes from the washing
machine

1
Place the set of retained clothes into a dryer
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LAUNDRY RETENTION DEVICE

straps do not damage the clothes. HoWever, laundry straps
have the inherent problem of being incapable of retaining

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

articles of clothing that do not have openings to pass the
strap through, such as socks.
One solution to this inherent draWback of laundry straps

This application is a divisional of application Ser. No.
10/178,467 ?led Jun. 24, 2002 noW abandoned, Which is a
continuation application of Ser. No. 09/901,449 ?led on Jul.
9, 2001 now US. Pat. No. 6,478,464.

is the addition of a second buckle to form a smaller loop With
the strap. Such a device is disclosed in ToWnsend, US. Pat.

No. 5,551,128 (1996). HoWever, the ability for this type of
device to securely retain socks and other small articles of
clothing is limited as these articles are only held by the
friction betWeen the clothes and the smaller loop.
Another solution to the inherent draWback of laundry
straps is the combination of the strap and a loop of cord With

INTRODUCTION

The invention is directed to a laundry retention device
comprising a strap and a bag. The device provides a con
venient means to keep a set of clothes together, including
articles of clothing that do not have openings to pass a strap

a cordlock fastener to retain socks. Such a device is dis

closed in Dumey et al., US. Pat. No. 6,038,748 (2000).
HoWever, this device, like that of ToWnsend, retains small
clothes solely by the friction betWeen the clothes and the

through, such as socks, so that a set or several sets of clothes
can be laundered at once Without having to sort and recreate
the set or sets of laundered clothes.

nylon cord. Both of these devices are knoWn to unsuccess
20

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

To launder sets of clothing for a group of individuals, such
as athletic uniforms, it is necessary to group each set of
clothes so that it can be returned to the proper individual. To
ef?ciently launder several sets of clothes at once, a retention

25

device is needed to keep each set of clothes together While
the clothes are laundered. With such a device, the clothes can

be returned to the individual Without having to manually sort
through all of the clothing and recreate each set. An impor
tant aspect of such a laundry retention device is the ability
to securely retain smaller articles of clothing, such as socks.

30

These smaller articles can be the most dif?cult and time

consuming to sort.
There are three general devices knoWn for retaining

35

laundry. These are: (1) a large laundry pin; (2) a mesh bag;
and (3) a strap or leash. Each of these devices has drawbacks
that makes it unsatisfactory for use With small articles of

fully retain socks and other small articles of clothing Without
openings, particularly When the clothes are made from
modern synthetic fabrics Which do not function Well With
friction retention systems.
The draWbacks observed in the prior art clearly shoW that
there is a need to provide a laundry retention device that
retains socks and other small articles of clothing that do not

have openings These draWbacks have been overcome by the
inventor through the addition of a relatively small bag
attached to a laundry strap. The invention has unexpectedly
been found to successfully retain articles of clothing Without
openings, such as socks, While being able to effectively clean
and dry all of the retained articles of clothing. Because the
present invention does not retain socks and other small

articles of clothing by friction, the invention securely holds
clothes made from both natural and, particularly, synthetic
?bers.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

clothing.
Laundry pins resemble large safety pins that are about ?ve

40

inches in length and are typically made of metal. A laundry

pin retains articles of clothing by either passing through an
opening in the article or by piercing the article. Articles of
clothing that do not have an opening to pass the pin through,
such as socks, must be pierced. Articles that are too thick to

45

pass the pin through must also be pierced. Piercing clothes
damages the clothing. Another draWback of laundry pins is
that the shape causes them to snag and tear other garments
When several sets of clothes are laundered at once. Further,

because of the siZe and shape of the pin, the amount of
clothes that can be retained With a single pin is limited. Still
another limitation of laundry pins is that any identi?cation
tag for the clothes must also be attached to the pin.
Mesh bags are conventionally constructed of mesh nylon
or similar material. While mesh bags avoid the problems
associated With laundry pins, such as the snagging and
tearing of clothes, large clothing articles tend to Wad up in

50
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cleaned and dried. Also, When a mesh bag is placed in a
dryer the clothes tend to become severely Wrinkled.
Laundry straps or leashes are suitable for retaining articles
of clothing that have openings to pass the strap through so
that the strap can be closed to form a loop. The siZe of the

60

loop alloWs for larger clothes to be effectively cleaned and

65

dried Without causing excessive Wrinkling. Additionally,

invention to provide a device to securely retain articles of
clothing both With and Without openings so that all of the
retained clothes can be effectively cleaned and dried

together. Effective cleaning and drying involves alloWing

the bag during Washing. The tendency for clothes to Wad up
in the mesh bags prevents the clothes from being fully

because there are no sharp edges or places to snag, laundry

The present invention is a device for retaining laundry
comprising a strap having opposing strap ends With a
fastener to releasably connect the strap ends and a bag, the
bag having an opening and a closure to close the opening.
The bag is attached to the strap. The strap retains clothes by
passing one strap end through openings in the clothes and
connecting the strap end to the other strap end using the
fastener. The bag retains articles of clothing that do not have
openings to pass the strap through, such as socks. The bag
is made of mesh, screen, fabric, perforated fabric, or other
suitable material knoWn by an ordinarily-skilled artisan to
alloW the clothes placed inside the bag to be effectively
Washed and dried. In a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the bag is a mesh bag.
In vieW of the above, it is an object of the present

the clothes to be thoroughly Washed and dried. It is an object
of the present invention that using the device alloWs for the
retained clothes to be as effectively Washed and dried as if

the clothes Were placed individually, i.e., not retained, into
the Washer and dryer.
It is another object of the present invention that more than
one set of clothes can be simultaneously Washed and dried

by retaining each set of clothes With a device. It is yet
another object of the present invention that an identi?cation

US 7,275,868 B2
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The bag 20 has a closure 21 to close said opening 22. The

tag is attached to the device so that each device and the
retained clothes can be easily identi?ed.

closure 21 can be any means knoWn by an ordinarily-skilled
artisan suitable to close a bag for use in laundering clothes.
Such a closure 21 includes, but is not limited to: a draW
string; a cord and a cordlock fastener; a conventional Zipper;

Further scope of applicability of the present invention Will

become apparent from the following detailed description.
However, it should be understood that the detailed descrip
tion of the preferred embodiments of the invention is pro
vided for illustration only. Various changes and modi?ca
tions Within the spirit and scope of the invention Will become

a plastic Zipper such as those found in ZIPLOC® bags and

ZIPLOC® Easy Zipper bags (S.C. Johnson Home Storage
Inc., Racine, Wis.), and those described in Naito, US. Pat.
No. Re. 28,969, Kirkpatrick, US. Pat. Nos. 4,186,786 and
4,285,105, and Dais et al. US. Pat. No. 5,140,727 (1992);
and hook and loop strips such as VELCRO® hook and loop
tapes (Velcro USA Inc., Manchester, NH). Depending on
the type of closure 21 used in the particular embodiment of

apparent to an ordinarily-skilled artisan from this detailed

description. Therefore, it is understood that both the above

general description and the folloWing detailed description
are exemplary and explanatory and do not restrict the scope
of the claimed invention.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention Will become more fully understood

from the folloWing detailed description and the accompa

nying draWing, Which is only illustrative, and is not limiting
of the present invention.
FIG. 1. A schematic vieW of the laundry retention device

20

embodying the present invention.
FIG. 2. A partial schematic vieW of the laundry retention
device having a hook and loop strip closure.
FIG. 3. A partial schematic vieW of the laundry retention
device having a Zipper closure.
FIG. 4. A partial schematic vieW of the laundry retention
device having a toggle closure.

the inventions, the closure 21 should either cinch closed the
opening 22 or secure the opposing opening sides 24a and
24b so that clothing articles placed inside the bag 20 do not
escape or fall out of the bag during the laundering process.
For example, in the case of a convention or plastic Zipper
closure 21, the Zipper is located in the opening 22 so that it
Will close the opening 22 ofthe bag 20. In the case ofa hook

and loop strips closure 21, the hook and loops strips are
located in the opening 22 so that they Will close the opening
22 of the bag 20.
25

In the illustrated embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, the closure
21 comprises a cord 30 and a releasable cordlock fastener

32. The cord 30 passes around the perimeter of the opening
22 through the opening collar 29. In a particularly preferred

FIG. 5. A How chart of a method of laundering articles of

the device 10 comprises a strap 11 having opposing strap

embodiment, the cord 30 has a pair of cord ends 31a and
31b. One cord end 31a is attached to one strap end 12b. The
other cord end 31b passes through the opening collar 29 on
one of the opening sides 24a beginning at the edge of the bag
2511 that is closest to the strap. The cord end 31b then exits
the opening collar 29 on the edge of the bag 25b that is
farthest from the strap end 12b and extends outside the
opening collar 29 creating a cord tail 34. The cord end 31b

ends 1211 and 12b. Attached to one strap end 1211 is a female

then passes back through the opening collar 29 along the

clothing using the laundry retention device.

30

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

An embodiment of the laundry retaining device 10 of the
present invention is shoWn in FIG. 1. In this embodiment,
side-release fastener 14. Attached to the other strap end 12b
is a male side-release fastener 16. The female and male
side-release fasteners together form a fastener 18 for releas

35
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passes through the opening collar 29 around the perimeter of
the opening 22. In this same particularly preferred embodi

ably connecting said opposing strap ends 1211 and 12b of the
strap 11.
In a particularly preferred embodiment, the strap 11 may
be made from a variety of materials and have a variety of
lengths as determined by an ordinarily-skilled artisan. Pref

45

ment, the cord tail 34 is threaded through a releasable
cordlock fastener 32 and the cordlock fastener 32 is secured
on the cord 30 by a knot 36 in the cord 30. In this particularly

preferred embodiment, the opening 22 is closed by sliding

erably, the strap 11 is made from nylon and is about
three-quarters of an inch in Width and 18 inches in length

(Part No. N0019, Tape Craft, Anniston, Ala.). Additionally,
in this particularly preferred embodiment, the fastener 18 is

other opening side 24b and attaches to the same strap end
12b. In this embodiment, the cord 30 forms a loop that

50

a FASTEX® SR-3A squeeZable, side-release fastener (Part

No. 101-0075-5614, ITW Nexus, Wood Dale, Ill.).

the cordlock fastener 32 along the loop of cord 30 toWards
the strap end 12b cinching the opening 22 closed. The
cordlock fastener 32 prevents the opening 22 from opening
during laundering. To open the bag 20, the user slides the
cordlock fastener 32 aWay from the strap end 12b alloWing
the opening 22 to open. Embodiments employing draW

The device 10 further includes a bag 20. The bag can be

strings, conventional Zippers, plastic Zippers, and hook and

made of mesh, screen, fabric, perforated fabric, or similar
materials knoWn by an ordinarily-skilled artisan to alloW for
the Washing and drying of clothes placed inside the bag. In
a particularly preferred embodiment, the bag is a mesh bag.
In the embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, the bag 20 is
relatively ?at When empty and has tWo edges 25a and 25b
and a bottom 26. The bag 20 has an opening 22, said opening
having a pair of opposing opening sides 24a and 24b. In the
preferred embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, the opening 22 also
has an opening ?ap 28 that is formed by folding over the top

loop strips can be opened and closed using methods knoWn
by ordinarily-skilled artisans to be suitable for each closure

55

type

60

and 31b, one cord end 31a connects to one strap end 12b.

The other cord end 31b threads through the opening collar
29 along the perimeter of the opening 22 and then the other

of the bag 20 near the opening 22. In the same illustrated

embodiment, the opening ?ap 28 forms an opening collar 29
by attaching the opening ?ap 28 to the top of the bag 20
around the perimeter of the opening 22.

The bag 20 is attached to the strap 11 using any means
knoWn by an ordinarily-skilled artisan. In the illustrated
embodiment shoWn in FIG. 1, the bag 20 attaches to the
strap 11 via the cord 30. The cord 30 has tWo cord ends 3111

cord end 31b attaches to the same strap end 12b. Other
65

embodiments include directly attaching a portion of the bag
20 to the strap by seWing, gluing, heat Welding, or similar
means. Still other embodiments include attaching the bag 20

US 7,275,868 B2
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to the strap 11 along one opposing side of the opening 2411

I claim:

or 24b. In such embodiments, the closing means Would
preferably be a conventional Zipper, a plastic Zipper, or hook
and loop strips as the opening 22 Would not be easily
cinched closed.
In a particularly preferred embodiment, the bag 20 is a
mesh bag and is made from nylon and has an opening 22 of
about 9 inches in Width measured from one edge 25a to the
other edge 25b. In this same particularly preferred embodi
ment, the bag 20 measures about 9.5 inches deep from the
opening 22 to the bottom 26 and is made of polyester (Part

1. Amethod of laundering articles of clothing comprising:
(a) securing the articles of clothing to be laundered on a

laundry retention device comprising:
(i) a strap having opposing strap ends;
(ii) a fastener for releasably connecting said opposing
strap ends; and
(iii) a bag having an opening and a closure to close said

opening of the bag; Wherein said bag is directly
10

of clothing that have openings by passing one end of
the strap through an opening in the article of clothing
and coupling the strap end With the other strap end via
the fastener, and Wherein the laundry retention device

No. TA 97, Apex Mills, InWood, N.Y.). Further in this same
particularly preferred embodiment, the cord 30 is made of
nylon and the cordlock fastener 32 is a nylon cordlock
fastener (“Toaster Ellipse,” Part No. 350-2000, ITW Nexus,
Wood Dale, Ill.) and the cord 30 is made of nylon (Part No.

secures the articles of clothing that do not have open

ings to pass the strap through by placing those articles
of clothing inside the bag and closing the opening of the
bag With the closure; and

4201, Frankin Braid Co., Emporia, Va.). The length of the
cord 30 in this same embodiment is suf?cient to alloW the

opening 22 to fully open and still have a cord tail 34 exposed
outside of the opening collar 29.
The illustrated embodiment of FIG. 1 has an identi?cation
tag 40 that alloWs for the identi?cation of each set of clothes
that is retained by the device 10. Thus, several sets of clothes
can be Washed and dried at once, each being identi?ed by the

20

2. The method of doing laundry of claim 1 further

comprising step (c) placing the laundry retention device and
25

(a) securing at least one set of articles of clothing on a

30

the fastener 18. Smaller articles of clothing, or those articles
that do not have openings that Would alloW the strap 11 to

21.
The device 10 and retained clothes are then placed in a
Washing machine. Because the clothes are retained on the
device 10, several sets of clothes, each set retained on a
device 10, can be Washed at one time. The individual sets of
clothes are then removed from the Washer and placed in a

opening of the bag; Wherein said bag is directly
35

attached to said strap;
Wherein the laundry retention device secures the articles

of clothing that have openings by passing one end of
the strap through an opening in the article of clothing
and coupling the strap end With the other strap end via
the fastener, and Wherein the laundry retention device
40

secures the articles of clothing tat do not have openings

to pass the strap through by placing those articles of
clothing inside the bag and closing the opening of the
bag With the closure; and
(b) Washing the at least one set of articles of clothing by
placing the laundry retention device and the secured set

eliminates the need to sort through the completed laundry to
recreate each individual set of clothes.

While the invention has been particularly shoWn and
described With reference to preferred embodiments thereof,
it Will be understood by those skilled in the art that various
changes in form and details may be made Without departing
from the spirit and scope of the invention as de?ned in the

laundry retention device comprising:
(i) a strap having opposing strap ends;
(ii) a fastener for releasably connecting said opposing
strap ends; and
(iii) a bag having an opening and a closure to close said

dryer. By using the device 10, each set of clothes is main
tained during Washing and drying. Therefore, the device 10

appended claims.

the secured clothes into a dryer.

3. Amethod of laundering articles of clothing comprising:

openings, such as shirts and shorts, are threaded onto the

pass through them, are placed inside the bag 20 through the
opening 22 and then closing the opening 22 With the closure

(b) Washing the articles of clothing by placing the laundry
retention device and the secured clothes into a Washing
machine.

unique markings on the identi?cation tag 40.
To use the device 10, larger articles of clothing that have

strap 11 by passing one strap end 1211 through the openings
and coupling the strap end With the other strap end 12b via

attached to said strap;
Wherein the laundry retention device secures the articles

of clothes into a Washing machine.

4. The method of doing laundry of claim 3 further

comprising step (c) placing the laundry retention device and
the secured set of clothes into a dryer.
50
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