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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR PERFORMING A

[0004] While the casino employee (or other designated

QUASI-CASH TRANSACTION

person/service provider) likely has access to a computeriZed
system that facilitates automatic printing of the quasi-cash

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

document, the customer identi?cation information must be

The present invention relates to a system and

Unfortunately, this can be a relatively time-consuming task,

[0001]

method for performing a quasi-cash transaction for a cus
tomer. More particularly, it relates to a system and method,
for use in various environments including a casino, adapted

to generate a quasi-cash document utiliZing electronically
parsed information from a customer’s State identi?cation
card.

manually entered into the system by the casino employee.
especially Where the customer has a unique name and/or

address. In this regard, it is commonplace for multiple
casino customers to virtually simultaneously desire to per
form a cash advance transaction. Thus, even if the manual

[0002] Casino gaming is a highly popular activity in
today’s society. Often times, a particular individual’s enjoy
ment of the casino gaming experience is predicated upon

entry of customer identi?cation information requires only a
feW minutes of the casino employee’s time, Where several
patrons are Waiting in line, the cumulative delay can become
discouraging. Clearly, casinos have a vested interested in
maintaining a high level of customer satisfaction, but also to

having a suf?cient supply of money that in turn alloWs the
patron to participate in gaming activities for a desired length

avoid situations that might otherWise dissuade a customer
from obtaining additional funds that in turn are used to

of time. In a most basic form, the customer simply brings a

participate in casino gaming activities.

sufficient amount of currency (or “cash”) With him/her to the
casino that can be exchanged for negotiable chips/casino
issued gaming cards and/or used With various gaming

[0005]

machines. Invariably, a customer may forget to bring a
desired amount of currency With him/her to the casino,

and/or depletes the supply of currency brought to the casino
before he/she is ready for their gaming experience to end.
Under these circumstances, the customer Will desire to
access additional monies otherWise available through one or
more ?nancial institutions at Which the customer maintains
an account. For example, the customer can utiliZe an auto

advance systems require manual entry of customer identi
?cation information as part of the quasi-cash document

generating process. This requirement entails unacceptable
delays in completing an individual transaction. Therefore, a
need exists for a system and method of performing a
quasi-cash transaction for a customer, such as a casino

customer, in an expedited fashion.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

matic teller machine (“ATM”) located on the casino’s pre
[0006]

m1ses.

[0003]

An additional mechanism by Which a casino cus

tomer can access an off-site ?nancial account is via a cash

advance transaction from a credit-type account oWned by the
customer. Most casinos are equipped to handle cash advance

transactions, Whereby the customer presents a ?nancial
institution card to a casino employee. As used throughout
this speci?cation, the phrases “?nancial institution card” or
“?nancial card” are in reference to a credit card, debit card,
or bank card. To this end, casinos often provide a central
“cage” station at Which a teller is available for processing a

?nancial card cash advance transaction. Regardless, the
customer’s ?nancial card is processed by a designed elec
tronic processing unit that is otherWise connected (such as
via a phone line) to a ?nancial transaction processing service

provider. The service provider automatically revieWs the
relevant ?nancial card information and desired cash advance
amount, and either authoriZes or denies the requested trans

action. If approved, the casino employee (or other person
designated by the casino for performing cash advance trans
actions, such as third party cash advance cash advance
service provider) then prepares a quasi-cash document for
the customer to execute and then exchange for cash and/or

casino-issued chips or gaming card (e.g., a magnetic sWipe

Financial institution card cash advance transactions

are a common place in casinos. HoWever, existing cash

One aspect of the present invention relates to a

method of performing a quasi-cash transaction for a cus

tomer. The method includes receiving information from the
customer relating to a desired transaction dollar amount. A
State identi?cation card issued to the customer is electroni

cally processed to retrieve machine readable information
stored on the State identi?cation card. Customer identi?ca

tion information is electronically parsed from the retrieved
machine readable information. Quasi-cash document infor

mation is electronically generated utiliZing the desired dollar
amount and at least a portion of the electronically parsed
customer identi?cation information. Finally, a quasi-cash

document is printed, With the quasi-cash document includ

ing and displaying the generated quasi-cash document infor
mation. In one preferred embodiment, the parsed customer
identi?cation is the customer’s name. In another preferred
embodiment, additional customer identi?cation information

is parsed from the retrieved machine readable information,
including customer address. In yet another preferred
embodiment, processing of the machine readable informa
tion includes determining a format of the machine readable
information based upon reference to a database.

[0007] Another aspect of the present invention relates to a
system for performing a quasi-cash transaction for a cus

card issued by the casino that, via interaction With a central

tomer. The system includes a card reader, a processor, and a

database, maintains a credit account for the customer With

printer. The card reader is adapted to read machine readable

the casino). In general terms, and as is knoWn in the art, a

information stored on a State identi?cation card issued to the

quasi-cash document is akin to a check or money order and

customer. The processor is electrically connected to the card
reader and is adapted to receive information from the

represents a negotiable instrument once signed by the cus
tomer. Thus, the quasi-cash document must include not only
the cash advance dollar amount, but also customer identi
?cation information including full name, street address, and
in some instances state identi?cation number (e.g., driver

receive the machine readable information from the card
reader. Further, the processor is adapted to parse customer
identi?cation information from the machine readable infor

license number) and telephone number.

mation, and to generate quasi-cash document information

customer relating to a desired transaction dollar amount and
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based upon the desired dollar amount and the parsed cus

runner, employee of a third party cash advance service

tomer identi?cation information. Finally, the printer is elec
trically connected to the processor and is adapted to print a

provider, etc.) facilitates the quasi-cash transaction for a
customer 16. Alternatively, the system 10 of the present
invention may be utiliZed in other environments. Regardless,

quasi-cash document based upon the generated quasi-cash
document information as provided by the processor. In one

preferred embodiment, the card reader is further adapted to

the system 10 preferably includes a card reader 18, a
processor 20, and a printer 22. These components are

read machine readable information stored on a ?nancial

described in greater detail beloW. In general terms, hoWever,

institution card provided by the customer, and the processor
is adapted to perform a transaction approval operation. In
another preferred embodiment, the processor is adapted to

the card reader 18 and the printer 22 are electrically con
nected to the processor 20. As part of a quasi-cash transac
tion, the casino designee 14 obtains a State identi?cation
card 24 from the customer 16. As described beloW, the State

recognize a format of the machine readable information
based upon reference to a database maintained by the
processor.

[0008] Yet another aspect of the present invention relates
to a method of performing a quasi-cash transaction for a
customer in a casino. The method includes receiving infor
mation from the customer relating to a desired transaction

dollar amount. A State identi?cation card, otherWise issued
to the customer, is delivered from the customer to a casino

designee. The casino designee operates a card reader to
retrieve machine readable information stored on the State
identi?cation card. Customer identi?cation information is

then electronically parsed from the retrieved machine read
able information. Quasi-cash document information is elec

tronically generated utiliZing the desired dollar amount and
the electronically parsed customer identi?cation informa
tion. Aquasi-cash document is then printed that includes and
displays the quasi-cash document information. Finally, the
casino designee delivers the quasi-cash document to the
customer. In one preferred embodiment, the customer
executes and exchanges the quasi-cash document for a cash
or casino-issued negotiable instrument such as chips or

casino gaming card.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

identi?cation card 24 provides identi?cation information in
a machine readable form. The card reader 18 is operated to
retrieve the machine readable information from the State

identi?cation card 24, With this information being signaled
to the processor 20. The processor 20, in turn, compares the
retrieved machine readable information With formatting
information provided by an identi?cation card database 26

(denoted as “ID DB” in FIG. 1). Based upon this compari
son, the processor 20 parses desired customer identi?cation
information from the retrieved machine readable informa

tion, and generates quasi-cash document information based
upon the parsed information. The processor 20 prompts the

printer 22 to print an appropriate quasi-cash document (not
shoWn) that otherWise includes and displays the parsed
customer information. The casino designee 14 then delivers
the quasi-cash document to the customer 16. In one pre

ferred embodiment, the parsed customer identi?cation infor
mation is stored in a database (described beloW) for refer
ence in future transactions. Unlike existing cash advance

transaction techniques, the system and method of the present
invention preferably does not require the casino designee 14
to manually enter customer identi?cation information as part

of the quasi-cash document generation process.
[0016] The card reader 18 is of a type knoWn in the art and
is adapted to read and decode machine readable information
stored on a State identi?cation card 24. In this regard, the

[0009] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a quasi-cash trans
action system in accordance With an embodiment of the

State identi?cation card 24 can assume a Wide variety of

present invention;

forms, but is generally in reference to an identi?cation card,

[0010]

such as a driver’s license, issued by a State of the United
States of America. To this end, most State identi?cation

FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of machine

readable information, in ASCII format, provided by an
exemplary State identi?cation card;
[0011]

FIG. 3 is a block diagram illustrating an identi?

cation card database in accordance With one embodiment of

the present invention provided With a processor component
of the system of FIG. 1;

[0012] FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating exemplary
entries associated With the database of FIG. 3;
[0013]

FIG. 5 is a How diagram of a method in accordance

With the present invention; and
[0014]

FIG. 6 is an illustration of an exemplary quasi-cash

document generated by the system and method of the
present invention.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0015] One embodiment of a quasi-cash transaction sys
tem 10 in accordance With the present invention is shoWn in
block form in FIG. 1. In a preferred embodiment, the
quasi-cash transaction system 10 is utiliZed Within a casino

12 at Which a casino designee 14 (e.g., casino teller, pit boss,

cards provide identi?cation information in machine readable

form. Exemplary technologies for presenting this machine
readable information include magnetic stripe, integrated
circuit, ?nger imaging, optical memory, bar code (tWo
dimensional), and digital images. The card reader 18 is thus
adapted to read and decode information provided by the
particular card technology. Magnetic stripe and bar code
techniques are most common, such that the card reader 18 is

preferably a magnetic card sWipe reader that reads and
decodes information on the magnetic strip provided by the
State identi?cation card 24. The card reader 18 sends

information to a decode logic module (not shoWn) Which
converts a serial bit stream from the card reader 18 into a

byte-Wide stream for input to the processor 20. Alternatively,
the card reader 18 can be a “dip” card reader, etc. Because
most ?nancial cards also include a magnetic stripe With
machine readable information, the card reader 18 is further
preferably adapted to read and decode information from a
?nancial card 28 of the customer 16.

[0017]

The processor 20 is a microprocessor-based device,

capable of storing information and performing desired
operations. In this regard, the processor 20 preferably
includes and/or is connected to a display screen 30, a keypad
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32, a transmission line 34, RAM 36, ROM 38, and the

(referenced generally at 50) is presented in three tracks 52a,

identi?cation card database 26. The software used to control
operation of the processor 20 is stored in the ROM 38.
Further, the identi?cation card database 26 (as Well as other
databases such as a customer database 40) are preferably

52b, and 52c. With respect to track 1 (52a), a series of ASCII
characters are presented. Each character occupies a desig
nated data stream location position. For example, the char
acter “%” is located at Position Number 1, Whereas the
character “?” is located at Position Number 40 (With the one
example of FIG. 2). Pursuant to the AAMVA DL/ID 2000
standards, certain characters are designated as sentinels and
other characters represent ?eld delimiters. AAMVA DL/ID
2000-accepted ASCII sentinels include “%”, “;”, “#” as start

stored in the ROM 38 (it being noted that FIG. 1 illustrates
the identi?cation card database 26 and the customer data
base 40 separate from the ROM 38 for ease of illustration).

Conversely, information entered via the display 30, the
keypad 32, and/or the card reader 18 is stored by the
processor 20 in the RAM 36 for further processing. To this
end, the display 30 and the keypad 32 are of types knoWn in
the art and can assume a variety of forms. For example, the
keypad 32 can be a keyboard, and the display 30 can be a

touch-screen display. One or both of the display 30 and/or
the keypad 32 can be eliminated depending upon desired
operation of the system 10. Finally, the transmission line 34
provides a communication link to off-site resources, such as

a ?nancial transaction processing service provider, for

example Vital Processing Services of Tempe, AriZ.
[0018] Operation of the processor 20 to process ?nancial
card information is knoWn. HoWever, electronic processing
of State identi?cation card information in accordance With
the present invention represents a distinct advancement in
the art. In general terms, the processor 20 is adapted to parse

sentinels; “?” as an end sentinel; “A” and “=” as ?eld

delimiters. With these designations in mind, the converted
ASCII character associated With Track 1 (52a) of FIG. 2
includes the start sentinel “%” at Position Number 1. Posi
tion Numbers 2 and 3 provide a state identi?er code (“MN”

in the example of FIG. 2). FolloWing the state identi?er
code, the remaining characters up to the ?rst ?eld delimiter
(the ?rst “A” at position 12 in FIG. 2) represent the city
component of the cardholder’s address. Thus, With respect to
the example of FIG. 2, the cardholder’s city is “ANY

TOWN” (provided by the characters in Positions 4-11). In
effect, the information presented betWeen the start sentinel
(“%”) and the ?rst ?eld delimiter (“A”) can be designated as

{Field 1}.
[0021] The characters presented betWeen the ?rst ?eld

desired customer identi?cation information from the State

delimiter (the “A” at Position 12) and the second ?eld

identi?cation card 24 (as otherWise read and decoded by the
card reader 18) based upon reference to the identi?cation
card database 26. As described in greater detail beloW, the
identi?cation card database 26 preferably includes a listing
of format designations for identi?cation cards associated
With multiple States (preferably, the identi?cation card data

delimiter (the “A” at Position 26) represents {Field 2}, and

base 26 includes formatting designations for all ?fty States)
or other identi?cation card issuing bodies.

[0019] As a starting point, the American Association of
Motor Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA) has established
certain general formatting standards for machine readable
information stored on a State identi?cation card. These
standards are outlined in a publication entitled “AAMVA

provides the cardholder’s name. Thus, With respect to the

example of FIG. 2, Track 1 (52a) recites that the cardhold
er’s name is “JOHN JACK DOE”. This name format/

convention (e.g., ?rst middle last) is not an AAMVA require
ment. In fact, many states utiliZe differing formats/
conventions (e.g., last ?rst middle). Further, the use of a
blank space betWeen the name components (e.g., the blank
character spaces at Track 1 Positions 17 and 22 in the

example of FIG. 2) is not universally employed. For
example, identi?cation cards issued by the State of Ohio
employ a “SS” instead of a blank space (e.g., the name

formatting for Ohio is “last$?rst$MI”).
[0022]

Finally, the characters presented betWeen the sec

National Standard for the Driver’s License/Identi?cation
Card” (2000), commonly referred to as “AAMVA DL/ID

ond ?eld delimiter (e.g., the “ A” at Position 26) and the stop

2000”. As previously described, virtually all current State
identi?cation cards present the machine readable informa

sentinel (e.g., the “?” at Position 40) is designated as {Field
3} and provides the cardholder’s street address. Thus, With

tion via a magnetic stripe or a bar code. In this regard,

current magnetic stripe technology presents three tracks

reference to the example of FIG. 2, the cardholder’s street
address is “111 ANY STREET”. Once again, the presenta

containing certain identi?cation information; bar codes are
typically read in a tWo-dimensional format. The AAMVA
DL/ID 2000 recites required and optional data elements for
each of the tracks, as Well as preferred format conventions.
Within each required data Celement and format convention,

tion of the street address information varies from state-to
state. For example, Where the cardholder’s street address
includes a PO. Box number, some states (such as Wisconsin)
do not include the ASCII characters “PO. Box”. Thus, Where
the cardholder’s street address is “PO. Box 123”, a State

hoWever, numerous variations are acceptable such that a

identi?cation card issued by the State of Wisconsin Will only
provide “123” in the {Field 3}, Whereas other states Will

universal “standard” does not exist. In fact, the formatting of
the machine readable information distinctly varies from
State-to-State. Thus, the processor 20 must be adapted to
recogniZe the originating State of the customer’s State
identi?cation card 24 and, based upon reference to the
identi?cation card database 26, determine the formatting
utiliZed by the particular State identi?cation card 24 and thus
the “location” of relevant information.

[0020] For example, FIG. 2 presents a decoded listing of
the machine readable information (in ASCII format) pro
vided by a hypothetical State identi?cation card issued by
the State of Minnesota. The machine readable information

include “PO. Box 123”.

[0023] Track 2 (52b of FIG. 2) typically includes infor
mation relating to Federal/State Identi?cation Code, identi
?cation card number, expiration date, and date of birth. With
reference to the example of FIG. 2, folloWing the start
sentinel (“;” at Position 1), the next six characters (Positions
2-7) provide the Federal or State Identi?cation Code
(“123456” With the example of FIG. 2). Identi?cation card
number information is then provided. In this regard, format
ting of the identi?cation card number varies greatly from
state-to-state. The dif?culty in accurately designating the
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identi?cation card number form the Track 2 data stream is

State identi?cation card. HoWever, it is impossible to

further complicated by the fact that, pursuant to AAMVA
DL/ID 2000 standards, Track 2 (52b) normally does not
include alpha characters; hoWever, the actual identi?cation

remove “older” versions from circulation. Thus, for
example, Minnesota has tWo identi?cation card versions

card number assigned by the issuing body (e.g., the State
that issues the identi?cation card) oftentimes does include at
least one alphabetic character (typically an alpha pre?x). For
example, the identi?cation card number associated With the
example of FIG. 2 is “D999999888888”. The numeric
component is found following the Federal Identi?cation
Code (e.g., beginning at Position 8) through the ?eld delim
iter (“=” at Position 20). With Minnesota State identi?cation

cards, the alpha pre?x component is presented in numeric
form via the tWo numbers appearing immediately before the
stop sentinel (“?” at Position 35 in FIG. 2). With reference
to the example of FIG. 2, then, the tWo numbers found
immediately preceding the stop sentinel are “04” (Positions
33 and 34). The numeric “04” translates to the letter “D”.
Once again, this is but one formatting convention. For
example, many states employ a tWo letter alpha pre?x for the
identi?cation card number; under these circumstances, one
or both of these alpha pre?x characters can be represented in
numeric form Within Track 2. Further, the location of the

alpha pre?x designator varies from state-to-state. For

currently available, With the older version (Version 1) pro
viding only tWo tracks and the neW version (Version 2)
providing three tracks. The Version 1 identi?cation infor
mation formatting does not correlate With the Version 2

formatting.
[0026] With the above designations in mind, the identi?
cation card database 26 (FIG. 1) associated With the pro
cessor 20 (FIG. 1) of the present invention preferably
provides a listing of all available State identi?cation cards
and corresponding track formatting. In this regard, FIG. 3
provides an enhanced representation of information pro
vided With the database 26. Each entry Within the database
26 includes a state identi?er code (represented generally at
column 60) that is matched With machine readable informa
tion formatting associated With that state’s identi?cation

card (represented generally at column 62). In a preferred
embodiment, the database 26 includes entries for all ?fty
States, as Well as other regions/entities that issue standard

identi?cation cards (e.g., District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,

example, Ohio puts both alpha pre?x numeric designations

military, etc.). Alternatively, formatting for less than all ?fty

at the front of the numeric component of the identi?cation

States can be provided. Preferably, hoWever, the database 26
includes entries for at least tWenty-?ve different State iden
ti?cation cards. As shoWn in FIG. 3, the state identi?er code

number. Regardless, folloWing the ?eld delimiter (“=”),
expiration date and date of birth information are provided.

“AL” is the ?rst entry under the state identi?er code column
60, representing an identi?cation card issued by the State of

With respect to the example of FIG. 2, Minnesota designates
the expiration date information in Track 2 as (MMYY), such
that the exemplary identi?cation card of FIG. 2 expires in
February 2010 (i.e., “0210” at Positions 21-24). Other states

Alabama. The formatting column 62 provides the track

may include a century designation and/or a day of month of

card. In other Words, the formatting designations associated

formatting details associated With an Alabama identi?cation

expiration. Similarly, representation of the cardholder’s date

With an Alabama-issued identi?cation card include, for

of birth may also vary. With respect to the example of FIG.
2, the date of birth information is presented at Positions
25-32, and is found to be “19680206”, representing a date of
birth of Feb. 6, 1968. Other states may not include reference
to the century and/or may change a positioning of the day,

example, the location and ordering of ?rst, middle, and last

month, and/or year formatting.

database 26 includes formatting peculiarities associated With

[0024]

Finally, Track 3 (52c) is not found on many State

issued identi?cation cards. For those State identi?cation

cards that do provide a Track 3, of particular interest is the
Zip code information presented a certain number of posi
tional spaces after the start sentinel (“#”). Minnesota State

identi?cation cards, for example, provide the Zip code three
positional spaces after the start sentinel (e.g., Positions 4-8).
Thus, With the example of FIG. 2, the cardholder’s Zip code
is “55123”. Other States locate the Zip code, along With other
information, at differing locations in Track 3 and/or in other
tracks (especially Where the particular State identi?cation
card machine readable information technology does not

name components in Track 1; the location and ordering of
address components in Track 1; the formatting of identi?
cation card number in Track 2; etc., are provided. FIG. 3
further re?ects the preferred embodiment in Which the
a state having tWo or more identi?cation card versions in

circulation. In particular, FIG. 3 illustrates entries for tWo
versions of Minnesota-issued identi?cation cards.

[0027] Speci?c formatting designations for an exemplary
Version 2 Minnesota-issued State identi?cation card, other
Wise provided Within the format column 62, are shoWn in
FIG. 4. The Version 2 Minnesota State identi?cation card

includes three tracks. For each track, speci?c formatting
conventions associated With the Version 2 Minnesota State

identi?cation card is provided. For example, With respect to
Track 1, the formatting requirements designate a start sen
tinel at ASCII Position 1; a state identi?er code at ASCII

provide three tracks).

Positions 2-3; city identi?cation at ASCII Position 4 through

[0025] As described beloW, the system and method of the
present invention addresses the Wide-ranging differences in
identi?cation card information formatting to provide a uni

characters betWeen the ?rst and second delimiters; and

versally applicable system (i.e., not limited to revieWing

second delimiter and the end sentinel. Within each desig

identi?cation card information from a only one State). An

nated ?eld, formatting details are further provided (eg the
ordering of name components, identifying unique characters

additional complication addressed by the system and method
of the present invention is that many states have issued

multiple identi?cation card versions having varying
machine readable information formatting. Over time, With
the evolution of technology, more information can be sup

plied Within the machine readable component of an issued

a ?rst delimiter; name identi?cation components at ASCII

address and identi?cation at ASCII characters betWeen the

such as a “blank” ASCII position, etc.). Similar formatting
conventions are provided for Tracks 2 and 3. Once again,
because most states have certain formatting idiosyncrasies,
each format recited in the database 26 Will be unique to an
issuing state and/or version.
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[0028] During use, and With reference to FIG. 1 and the
simpli?ed ?oW diagram of FIG. 5, the customer 16
approaches the casino designee 14 to initiate a quasi-cash
transaction (e.g., a cash advance transaction). The customer
16 provides the casino designee 14 With their ?nancial
institution card 28 and State identi?cation card 24. At step
80, the casino designee 14 processes the ?nancial institution
card 28 in a knoWn fashion. For example, the casino

designee 14“sWipes” the ?nancial institution card 28
through the card reader 18, and enters a desired transaction

dollar amount via the keyboard 32 and/or the display 30
(Where the display 30 is a touch-screen display). The pro
cessor 20 performs a transaction authoriZation routine

Whereby the ?nancial institution card 28 information and
desired dollar amount are signaled, via the transition line 34,
to a ?nancial transaction processing service provider that
authoriZes or denies the desired transaction. Assuming the
desired transaction is authoriZed, the processor 20 references
the customer database 40 to determine Whether identi?cation

information associated With the customer 16 (recogniZed via
processing of the ?nancial card 28 above) is available at step
82. If the customer identi?cation information is already
available to the processor 20, the transaction information is
generated and veri?ed at step 84, as described in greater
detail beloW. If suf?cient customer identi?cation informa
tion is not available (e.g., the customer 16 is not listed in the
customer database 40 or the information saved in the cus

tomer database 40 does not include entries for all categories

required for the quasi-cash document), the casino designee
14 processes the State identi?cation card 24 at step 86.

three tracks are present. If three tracks are present, the
processor 20 concludes that the State identi?cation card 24
is a Minnesota Version 2 State identi?cation card; Where

only tWo tracks are present, Version 1 is designated. Depend
ing upon the multiple version formats employed by a
particular State, the processor 20 can determine a version of
the State identi?cation card in other manners.

[0030]

If, at step 88, it is determined that the identi?cation

card database 26 does not include formatting information

relating to the particular State identi?cation card 24, the
casino designee 14 is prompted, at step 90, to manually enter
customer identi?cation information via the keyboard 32
and/or the display 30. Conversely, Where the identi?cation
card database 26 does provide formatting information for the
State identi?cation card 24 being processed, requisite cus
tomer identi?cation information is parsed from the data
stream at step 92.

[0031]

In particular, the processor 20, With reference to the

formatting requirements identi?ed by the identi?cation card
database 26, revieWs the information presented in Tracks 1,
2, and 3 (Where three tracks are present). In this regard, the
customer identi?cation information required for a “com

plete” quasi-cash document can vary, but Will normally
include at least the customer’s 16 name. The customer’s

name must be presented in propering order (e.g., ?rst name,
middle name, last name); based upon the formatting param
eters presented by the identi?cation card database 26, the
processor 20 Will accurately parse each component of the
customer’s name from Track 1 and assign proper order to the

provided With the State identi?cation card 24. Once again,

parsed customer name information, regardless of the unique
presentation of customer name information employed by the
State issuing the State identi?cation card 24.

this machine readable information can be provided in a

[0032]

[0029] In particular, the casino designee 14 operates the
card reader 18 to process the machine readable information

variety of formats, but is conventionally provided as a
magnetic stripe or bar code. The card reader 18 decodes the
machine readable information (e.g., hexadecimal machine
readable information) provided With the State identi?cation
card 24 into an ASCII format, With this data stream being
signaled to the processor 20. The processor 20, in turn,
determines Whether the state/entity otherWise issuing the
State identi?cation card 24 is available in the identi?cation
card database 26 at step 88. In particular, the processor 20
retrieves the state identi?er code found in Track 1 of the
machine readable information. As previously described, the
state identi?er code is a tWo-alpha character component
found at Positions 2 and 3 of Track 1 (e.g., With reference to
the example of FIG. 2, the state identi?er code immediately
folloWs the start sentinel in Track 1). The so-identi?ed state

identi?er code is then compared With the listings provided in
the identi?cation card database 26. For example, With ref
erence to FIG. 3, the state identi?er code column 60 is
revieWed to determine Whether the state identi?er code

associated With the processed State identi?cation card 24 is
available. To this end, Where the identi?cation card database
26 indicates that a particular state has multiple State iden
ti?cation card versions, the processor 20 further determines
a version of the particular State identi?cation card 24 being
processed and Whether formatting for that version is avail
able Within the identi?cation card database 26. For example,
With reference to FIG. 3, Where a determination is made that
the particular State identi?cation card 24 is a Minnesota
identi?cation card, the processor 20 revieWs the data stream
provided by the card reader 18 to determine Whether tWo or

Additional customer identi?cation information can

also be parsed from the track data streams, including, for

example, address, identi?cation card number, expiration
date, date of birth, telephone number, etc. In a most preferred
embodiment, the customer’s full name, address and identi
?cation card number are parsed. The identi?cation card

database 26 facilitates the processor 20 accurately parsing
this information and storing in proper order, along With
addressing idiosyncrasies of certain State identi?cation card
formatting. For example, Where the identi?cation card num
ber includes an alpha pre?x component and the associated
Track 2 data stream presents the alpha pre?x in numeric
form offset from the numeric component, the processor 20,
based upon reference to the identi?cation card database 26

formatting instructions, parses the alpha pre?x component,
converts to alphabetic form, and properly orders the alpha
pre?x relative to the parsed numeric component.

[0033] The desired, parsed customer identi?cation infor
mation (or the customer identi?cation retrieved from the
customer database 40 at previous step 82) is then veri?ed by
the casino designee 14 at step 84. In particular, the processor

20 generates quasi-cash document information required for
proper issuance of a quasi-cash document. To ensure that the

later-printed quasi-cash document is accurate, the casino
designee 14 veri?es the information, such as by revieWing
the generated quasi-cash document information via the
display 30. If errors are noted and/or if additional informa

tion is needed, the casino designee 14 can manually enter/
edit the information, such as via the keyboard 32 and/or the
display 30. Further, and in one preferred embodiment, the
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casino designee 14 veri?es that a photograph appearing on
the State identi?cation card 28 is that of the customer 16.

[0034]

Once the quasi-cash document information has

been veri?ed, the customer identi?cation information is

preferably stored in the customer database 40 provided by
the processor 20 at step 94. Subsequently, the quasi-cash
transaction is ?nalized at step 96.

[0035] In particular, the quasi-cash document information,
as otherWise generated by the processor 20, is formatted in

conjunction With the desired (and approved) dollar amount
for printing on a quasi-cash document. An exemplary quasi
cash document is shoWn at 100 in FIG. 6. The quasi-cash
document 100 includes the desired transaction dollar

amount, along With the customer identi?cation information,
as retrieved from the machine readable information associ

ated With the State identi?cation card 24. Thus, the quasi
cash document 100 Will preferably include the customer’s
name, With name components presented in proper order, and
possibly other relevant information, such as address, iden
ti?cation card number, data of birth, etc. To this end, the
appearance of the customer identi?cation information can

vary from that shoWn in FIG. 6. For example, the custom
er’s last name can appear ?rst, a middle initial provided, etc.

Because the system and method of the present invention is

able to accurately assign the parsed information into desired
categories (e.g., ?rst name, last name, city, Zip code, iden
ti?cation card number, etc.), the identi?cation information
on the quasi-cash document 100 can be accurately presented
in any desired format. Notably, the customer identi?cation
information displayed on the quasi-cash document 100 need
not include all information parsed from the identi?cation
card 24.

[0036] The processor 20 prompts the printer 22 to print the
quasi-cash document 100. Once printed, the quasi-cash
document 100 is presented to the customer 16 in an un

What is claimed is:
1. A method of performing a quasi-cash transaction for a

customer, the method comprising:
receiving information from the customer relating to a
desired transaction dollar amount;

electronically processing a State identi?cation card issued
to the customer to retrieve machine readable informa
tion stored on the State identi?cation card;

electronically parsing customer identi?cation information
from the retrieved machine readable information;

electronically generating quasi-cash document informa
tion utiliZing the desired dollar amount and at least a

portion of the electronically parsed customer identi?
cation information; and
printing a quasi-cash document that displays the gener
ated quasi-cash document information.
2. The method of claim 1, Wherein electronically process
ing the State identi?cation card includes:
determining Whether the State identi?cation card includes
machine readable information.
3. The method of claim 1, Wherein electronically process
ing the State identi?cation card includes determining
Whether the machine readable information is in a knoWn
format.

4. The method of claim 3, Wherein the method further
includes:
providing a database of a plurality of State identi?cation
card machine readable information formats each hav
ing a state code identi?er; and

further Wherein determining Whether the machine read
able information is in a knoWn format includes com

paring a state code identi?er of the machine readable
information With the database.

signed form. The customer 16 can then, if he/she so chooses,
execute the quasi-cash document 100 and provide it to the

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

casino designee 14 Who then exchanges the executed quasi
cash document 100 for cash and/or casino-issued negotiable

prompting manual entry of customer information When

items (e.g., chips, casino gaming card, etc.).
[0037] The system and method of the present invention
provides a distinct improvement over previous con?gura
tions. In particular, the time requirements for performing a
quasi-cash transaction (such as a cash advance transaction)
are greatly minimiZed as necessary customer information

need not be manually entered. In this regard, the system and
method of the present invention preferably accounts for all
formatting idiosyncrasies associated With the multitude of
issued State identi?cation cards. In one preferred embodi
ment, a customer database is automatically provided With
customer identi?cation information parsed from a State
identi?cation card.

[0038] Although the present invention has been described
With reference to preferred embodiments, Workers skilled in
the art Will recogniZe that changes can be made in form and
detail Without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention. For example, With the system and method
of the present invention has been described in the context of
a casino, other environments are equally acceptable. For
example, the quasi-cash transaction can be performed in
other locales, such as a racetrack, bingo parlor, nightclub,
etc.

the machine readable format is not in a knoWn format.

6. The method of claim 1, Wherein processing the State
identi?cation card machine readable information includes
determining a format of the machine readable information.
7. The method of claim 6, Wherein the machine readable
information is stored on the State identi?cation card in a

plurality of tracks, including a ?rst track having a ?rst track
data stream, and further Wherein determining a format of the
machine readable information includes:
extracting a state code identi?er from the ?rst track data

stream,; and
designating a format of the machine readable information
based upon the extracted state code identi?er.
8. The method of claim 7, Wherein the method further
comprises providing a database maintaining a listing of state

code identi?ers and associated formatting information, and
further Wherein determining a format of the machine read
able information includes:
matching the extracted state code identi?er With a state

code identi?er in the database; and
designating the format associated With the matched state
identi?er in the database as the machine readable
information format.
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9. The method of claim 8, wherein for at least one of the
state code identi?ers in the database, a plurality of versions
are provided each having an associated format, and further
Wherein determining a format of the machine readable
information includes:

determining Whether the extracted state code identi?er
corresponds With a state code identi?er in the database

having a plurality of versions;
determining a version of the State identi?cation, card
based upon the machine readable information; and
matching the extracted state code identi?er and the deter
mined version With a state code identi?er and version

provided by the database.

17. The method of claim 1, Wherein the quasi-cash
document is selected from the group consisting of a check
and a money order.

18. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

prior to printing the quasi-cash document, visually dis
playing the generated quasi-cash document informa
tion; and
manually con?rming that the generated quasi-cash docu
ment information is correct.

19. The method of claim 1, Wherein the machine readable
information is stored on the State identi?cation card by a
storage means selected from the group consisting of mag

netic stripe, integrated circuit, ?nger imaging, optical
memory, bar code, and digital image.

10. The method of claim 7, Wherein extracting a state code
identi?er includes:

20. The method of claim 1, Wherein the method is
performed Within a casino.

identifying a sentinel in the ?rst track data stream; and

21. A system for performing a quasi-cash transaction for
a customer, the system comprising:

identifying the state code identi?er based upon the iden
ti?ed sentinel.
11. The method of claim 6, Wherein the machine readable
information is stored on the State identi?cation card in a

plurality of tracks including a ?rst track having a ?rst track
data stream, and further Wherein parsing the customer iden
ti?cation information includes:

identifying positions of sentinels and delimiters in the ?rst
track data stream;

comparing the identi?ed sentinel and delimiter positions
Within the ?rst track data stream With the determined

format; and
identifying customer name information in the ?rst track
data stream based upon the comparison.

12. The method of claim 11, Wherein identifying customer

a card reader adapted to read and decode machine read
able information stored on a State identi?cation card

issued to the customer;
a processor electrically connected to the card reader and

adapted to:
receive information from the customer relating to a

desired transaction dollar amount,

receive the machine readable information retrieved by
the card reader,
parse customer identi?cation information from the

received machine readable information,

generate quasi-cash document information utiliZing the
desired dollar amount and at least a portion of the

parsed customer identi?cation information; and

name information includes identifying an ordering of name

components in the ?rst track data stream based upon the
determined format.

13. The method of claim 1, Wherein electronically parsing
customer identi?cation information includes comparing the
machine readable information With information in a data

base, the database maintaining State identi?cation card
formatting information for at least tWenty-?ve States of the
United States of America.

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

a printer electrically connected to the processor and
adapted to print a quasi-cash document based upon the

quasi-cash document information generated by the pro
cessor.

22. The system of claim 21, Wherein the processor is
further adapted to determine a format of the machine read
able information.

23. The system of claim 22, Wherein the machine readable
information is stored on the State identi?cation card in a

electronically parsing customer address information from
the retrieved machine readable information;

plurality of tracks, including a ?rst track having a ?rst track
data stream, and further Wherein the processor is further
adapted to:

Wherein the electronically generated quasi-cash document

extract a state code identi?er from the ?rst track data

information includes the electronically parsed customer
address information such that the printed quasi-cash
document includes the customer address.

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
electronically parsing customer identi?cation card num
ber information from the retrieved machine readable

information;
Wherein the electronically generated quasi-cash document
information includes the electronically parsed customer
identi?cation card number.
16. The method of claim 1, Wherein the State identi?ca
tion card is a driver license.

stream; and
designate a format of the machine readable information
based upon the extracted state code identi?er.
24. The system of claim 23, Wherein the processor
includes a database maintaining a listing of state code

identi?ers and associated formatting information, and fur
ther Wherein the processor is further adapted to:
match the extracted state code identi?er With a state code

identi?er in the database; and
designate the format associated With the matched state
code identi?er in the database as the machine readable
information format.
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25. The system of claim 22, wherein the machine readable
information is stored on the State identi?cation card in a

plurality of tracks including a ?rst track having a ?rst track
data stream, and further Wherein the processor is further

adapted to:
identify positions of sentinels and delimiters in the ?rst
track data stream;
compare the identi?ed sentinel and delimiter positions
With the determined format; and
identify customer name information in the ?rst track data
stream based upon the comparison.

26. The system of claim 25, Wherein the processor is
further adapted to:

identify propering order of name components in the ?rst
track data stream based upon the comparison.
27. The system of claim 26, Wherein the processor is

further adapted to identify ordering of ?rst, middle, and last
name components in the ?rst track data stream.

28. The system of claim 21, Wherein the processor is
further adapted to:
parse customer address information from the received

machine readable information; and
generate the quasi-cash document information to include
the parsed customer address.
29. The system of claim 21, Wherein the processor is
further adapted to:
parse customer identi?cation card number from the

received machine readable information; and
generate the quasi-cash document information to include
the parsed customer identi?cation card number.
30. The system of claim 21, Wherein the quasi-cash
document is selected from the group consisting of a check
and a money order.

31. The system of claim 21, further comprising:

delivering a State identi?cation card, issued to the cus
tomer, from the customer to a casino designee;

operating a card reader to retrieve machine readable
information stored on a State identi?cation card,

Wherein the casino designee performs the step of oper
ating the card reader;

electronically parsing customer identi?cation information
from the retrieved machine readable information;

electronically generating quasi-cash document informa
tion utiliZing the desired dollar amount and at least a

portion of the electronically parsed customer identi?
cation information;
printing a quasi-cash document that displays the gener
ated quasi-cash document information; and

delivering the quasi-cash document to the customer,
Wherein the casino designee performs the step of deliv
ering the document.
34. The method of claim 33, further comprising:

a) executing the printed quasi-cash document by the
customer; and

b) exchanging the executed quasi-cash document for a

negotiable instrument.
35. The method of claim 31, further comprising:
receiving information from a second customer relating to
a second desired transaction dollar amount of a second

transaction;
electronically processing a second State identi?cation
card issued to the second customer to retrieve machine

readable information, Wherein the machine readable
information of the second State identi?cation card
includes an identi?cation formatting differing from that
of the ?rst State identi?cation card;

a display electrically connected to the processor for

electronically parsing second customer identi?cation

visually displaying the generated quasi-cash document

information from the machine readable information of
the second State identi?cation card;

information.
32. The system of claim 21, Wherein the card reader is
adapted to read and decode machine readable information
stored in a manner selected from the group consisting of

magnetic stripe, integrated circuit, ?nger imaging, optical
memory, bar code, and digital image.
33. A method of performing a quasi-cash transaction for
a customer in a casino, the method comprising:

receiving information from the customer relating to a
desired transaction dollar amount;

electronically generating second quasi-cash document
information utiliZing the second desired transaction
amount and at least a portion of the parsed second
customer identi?cation information; and

printing a second quasi-cash document that displays the
generated second quasi-cash document information.

